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and other buildings in that vicinity. They had prepared all
these buildings and the big Four Courts building at the foot
of Sackville Street for *a siege. Much of the ammunition had
been smuggled, but it developed that a large stock of rifles
had also been brought in from Germany. These had been
captured from the Russians on the eastern front in the early
days of the World War.
All this had been arranged by Sir Roger Casement, who
thought that the best moment for Ireland to break hundreds
of years of British domination was when the British were
weakened by World. War reverses. Casement and other leaders
erred first, because this was not a time to gain widespread
sympathy for such a movement, and second, because the re-
publicans had not reckoned on the effect of a few British
field-pieces in action in the heart of Dublin. These cannon,
more than the bravery of the few battalions o£ loyal Empire
troops centered in the city, served to break up the Easter
rebellion. After the guns had succeeded in making the various
rebel strongholds untenable, the struggle lost its unified and
orderly character and became one of the isolated areas of
resistance.
The bright glare of conflagration which I witnessed from
the roof of our hotel that night was in fact the end of the
serious menace to England that Ireland would emerge vic-
torious in her effort to secede from the British Empire. Here
began, however, a movement which later aroused support in
post-war England for Irish home rule.
It had been a strenuous forty-eight hours for Berry and me.
What we needed most was sleep, so we were assigned to a
room on the side of the hotel facing the warehouses along
the quay. We turned in for a rest without worrying over
safety. The electricity had been cut off and the only light
came from a single candle. I was preparing to snuff this

